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GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT COMMITTEE

Room 410, Capitol Building

Committee Chairman:

February 4, 19 72
1:30 p.m.

Mark Etchart

MINUTES OF THE FOURTEENTH MEETING OF THE GENERAL
GOVERNMENT AND CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT COMMITTEE
Testimony concerning delegate proposals.

Roll Call:

Mark Etchart, Chairman
Paul K. Harlow, V. Chairman
Don E. Belcher
Bruce M. Brown
Lyman W. Choate
Otto T. Habedank
Peter "Pete” Lorello
Robert Vermillion

Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

INTERESTED PERSONS TESTIFYING:
Name

John Hauser
Duane Welker
Frank Freeburg
Daphne Bugbee
Jerome Cate

Address
Stevensville
Hamilton
Great Falls

Missoula
Billings

Meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m

Occupation
Citizen
Citizen
Lobbyist, Montana Music
Co. & Mont. Coin Machine
Operators
Delegate
Delegate

The FOURTEENTH meeting of the General Government and Constitutional
Amendment Committee met at 1:30 p.m. Friday, February 4 in Room 410.
Chairman Etchart called the meeting to order and roll was taken.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Mr. John Hauser from Stevensville testified on Proposal No. 129.
He supports the idea of recall but not the wording "in a manner
provided by the legislature".
He thinks there should be some
restriction on legislature so that they can't make it as difficult
as they want.
He quoted the Arizona constitution, Article VIII,
Part I - 1:
"by number equal to 25% the number of votes cast
at the last preceding general election for all candidates for office
held by incumbent".
He thought maybe the wording our committee
used could be similar to Arizona's. (See attachment #1).

Mr. Duane Welker from Hamilton stated that if 25% of the people
signed a petition there probably would be a larger number supporting
the idea that didn't get to sign the petition. (See attachment ^2).

Mr. Frank Freeburg, lobbyist for the Montana Music Co. and the Montana
Coin Operators said he has met with people all over the s^ate and
the majority of them favor Proposal No. 28 over No. 24 because it
specifically gives the legislature the authority on gambling, where
No. 24 merely deletes gambling from the constitution.
He is against
Proposal No. Ill as he thinks there should be some tax benefits
to the state.
Mr. Freeburg presented Mr. Flaherty's letter as
testimony for gambling.(See Attachment <3 for letter)
Daphne Bugbee testified on jehalf of her Proposal No. 115.
The
Committee decided that Proposal No. 115 could be a recommendation
to Style and Drafting and not be included in a proposal.
Mrs. Bugbee
said that would be fine with her.

Daphne Bugbee and Jerome Cate explained their delegate Proposal
No. 131 for poll booth registration.
This would permit a person
to register and vote at the same time.
Voters would still have
to meet the other requirements set by law but they wouldn't have
to pre-register.
Mr. Cate said North Dakota has been using this
system since 1951 and have only had three cases of fraud.
He thinks
the whole system of registration needs to be revised and he agrees
that Mr. Brown's proposal does give legislature the opportunity to
do this.
Mr. Cate also testified in behalf of his Proposal No. 147 which
deals with presidential primaries. He thinks the whole process
of electing candidates to go to the national conventions should be
changed as he doesn't think the candidates represent the people's
choice for a presidential candidate.
He thinks the parties could
still select their delegates, but in a presidential primary the
delegates would be committed to the people's choice.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at
3:45 p.m.
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